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goods " I vsenlinlly, her message was one of hope for the coming 
industrial revolution which she believed the Star of Bethlehem fore¬ 
told ?‘he emotional climax of her speech came when she predicted: 

I see that hour. 1 see the star breaking your chains; your chains 
"dl Iv broken, men. You will have to suffer more and more, but 
l! uon 1 long. I here is an awakening among all the nations of 
:he earth." She closed by taking up a collection for beer. 

I he l nited Mine Workers of America Journal once praised 
:er eloquence, "She can carry a crowd irresistibly to her own con¬ 
clusions. ' the editor asserted; "She can rouse an audience to a 
ot enthusiasm, . , Age did not diminish her appeal. Gov- 
* ‘ ' Gl.is>cock. described as “a frail, former schoolteacher and 
lawyer. did little to meet the miners’ demands; within two weeks 
v had called in 1.2(H) militiamen. The following spring Mother 
•c' ".pen: eighty-five days in a military prison for her continuous 
agitation in West Virginia. 


Letters from Jail 

Th< correspondence of Mother Jones reveals her style, for she 
j% she talked In a series of letters typewritten when she was 
n. irl. ninety, she told Ryan Walker, 1 the Socialist cartoonist, of 
K- * i ’d faithful loyal workers" who had been replaced b\ 

element that is in and around Kansas City . . . who don't 
f -*’* of pms" and of various "vulchcrs," “sentmentalists," 
Perretieal educators" (sic) Rival labor organizers were as likely 
ao Nc v «uh«ci: ! her wrath as were the capitalists. Her letters 
^ .-»■’ **’fe espevi.il)> intense. In 1913. imprisoned and under 
aWutrmcnt in \*a.%t Virginia, she expressed her pent-up 
- me,, 1r , , smuggled to the outside world by the friendly 
. t t-ifc-i g K f She openly expressed her contempt for her 
1 * 1 hff epithet*. reserving a few for "the dear well-fed 

* * :«r gnj/tkttctl h> the suffering of “us psH»r devils " 

* *^1 spoil routed, the time* thn letter with her usual 

>r Miti« Jl»« tJ n t «h«ii me up wen if 1 am in |atl watched 
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Some rimes Mother Jones expressed herself i n i f 
jiihI caused fl public sensation. In a telegram to r Ia ngu aif 
Kern, who was conducting an inquiry into labor pruh ‘! l ° r J °h n £ 
passioned Mother Jones wrote; “From out of the ° r’ an in, 
walls of Pratt, West Virginia, where J have walked ov' pris o 
fourth milestone in history, I send you the groans ^ my ei 8htj 
heartaches of men, women and children as 1 have heard h tCars 
state. From out of these prison walls, i plead with you f thcm in thi 
of this nation, to push that investigation, and the child ^ ^ 110110 
will rise and call you blessed.” 3 '’ Reportedly, the friend" 1 , yet . Unbori 
the message and declared; “It's fine stuff, Mother ” Q tf . S ° ltlier re a< 
so. too. Mother Jones was happy to report that '.he Sen, : ■ 
ington told me that in fifty years nothing had ever « r „ u V Wasfl 
like that telegram." 30 Struck the Senat, 

An open letter smuggled from “the Colorado Militarv R - 
m Waken burg caused a public outcry and a flood n f , y Bastlle ’ 
ington in 1914. “Let the nation know,” she pleaded “aT t0 Wash ‘ 

m \ fnend G ™ era < Francisco Villa know that rte ’unh' hT™" 1 
Amenca ■ ■ ■ is now holding ‘Mother’ Jon^c ; ed States ot 

underground cell surrounded with sewer rats " C °™ mUniCad ° in an 

“'her vermin."" She was released after r ’ , horn sold >ers and 
men., ' eaSed aftcr twen ty-six days’ i mprison . 

V[ Autobiography 

Autohhwanhv >CarS °' d a " d near ,hc end of her 
* rc generally considered ,o ,' lppCar,;d ,n l9 25- Although her 
m. z i^-ndhe, hop" r ";; . u f n ; c,iabk '’^ ^ 

^out, r ; :r ? ,hc workii * 

*cn 4l ; ; Hu, her ; fC , he had given before in Con- 
, u*g, c> Shc w 0 " she tells I, reveals her style as 

***««ZtZ ,he *» v "li the elosjuen 

*the '"“'"I author,) * “vntcsj than she claimed, 

Lri- ££**»«provtticu :; cm, , mcm * 1 ^ a " d 

f'«<> . ,.. -WC.I not her 

*> dtd ; 7" VC,,C "- Her "hs 

* *P P'*L'**? -I donVw 'r s,w «*»« vailed f„r 

Ife 2 **« >«ur mothers 

^ ‘''amed + 





ih'ns I K-r biographer observe' 
niuirinrehres. '‘Miners," he s;ikI 

WVIV UNl ' d *° being told wlnn 
wivci," 1 ' 

Mdnuigh displaying tendci 
families, Mother Jones was esse 
defiance of a Colorado governor 
yarned West Virginia Governor 
li won't do to tamper with 
A man is a tool, if he is ; 
thing Her heroic feats < 
seventies and eighties, heca 
head of striking miners; her 
:hc night In law enforce 
cellar and as the sol it 
a: numerous scenes of viol 
command, once placing her hand 
ting the enemy and te 
age*—such displ 
reminiscences and ballads. One 
her succinctly 


> miners lumihes were often 
lether they admitted il or not, 
° b V l heir mothers and their 


i her boys and their 
: °f steel. Recalling her 
dered her deported, she 
against a similar move, 
tight metal, she declared, 
tell a woman not to do a 
endurance, even into her 
r all-night marches at the 
seizure and deportation in the middle of 
ment officials; her long incarcerations in a 
"> inmate in a military prison; her presence 
cnee and bloodshed where she often took 
1 ovcr a cannon, alternately outwit- 
'inng up her voluminous petticoats for band- 
avs ut complete fearlessness made her the heroine in 

wIui Ilatl seen her in action described 
She wasn t afraid of the devil.- Mother Jones her- 
v. ...... confirmed this hyperbole. “I never get nervous when I face 

She declared; "it does not make any difference to me 
, ‘ '/ 1 d y |n « r ' ,r ti good cause."” In the face of this 

disregard, law enforcement officials, mine operators 
.. .h. fallered before Mother Jones, for as Thoreau remarkee 
' Cv,t, *d enemies of John Brown, they "lacked a cause " 


'* y v, r doubted her role .is rebel leader of the poor 

? ,f ‘’"in, ,i legacx from her Irish ancestors. "This 
oum' . n .n iMtors she said repeated K On am ques- 
uk.m. Mother Jon, - knew she stood on sacred ground 
* Ki;ghtv iguiiut a local ordinance "IV 

f* 11 **k . :i 'he streets • ,i judge once asked Acs, 

** ** ' tbs judge demanded She answered 
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-Patrick Honn. Thomas Jefferson; John Adam*." Sacred hi „ 
Avumcfli. >* r " hl * hcr |BW! ‘ h ° ric al 

Her *id of bustling authority was contagious. Wh*. 1 
dravMxl in old-fashioned, aristocratic silk dresses i t cr 
d* once made for Chicago’s wealthy ladies, tied on h,-r K * hc 
wi ofl marching, she soon had her own army behind her 
j: * the okl mother and her army" became a popular cry u 
jerapher *mtc. "Mother Jones was ... a folk heroine whose ** b *°' 
tie* reached down to those people who were unimportant 
or *T4hh hut alt important in n urn hers. ” ,a She symbolized the h*"* 
«*l drraim of thousands of faceless, isolated, inarticulate C 
•N? spew their Hiking hours toiling in dreary factories and^Iu^ 
mines She vpokc thc words that they could not sav to^kT' 
er to themselves, and they venerated her almost to saimtZ? 
k turn. *he had complete faith in thc workers and thc labor m 
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plPil jd4 Iv> lAMlam#! b tiUbf ip|P b «■ 4 UiHi*! 'Mp* [■H** ^ 
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her ChiP» •mghti* hmt IpM «i ftU W 1w h -v «ft 
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H ^ ^ Il 4 blwr S W wrcii many a 
iriNaara iloti. and it alvtftya 
^a*nfcit if &; tluncic n my eiwti 

vd vi^t a ciWic'i jiMsimwiS rtjiljiij- 
i_i -• : r in ir.*m (nr ihc 

■i Climx) JqioKkd on in in- 
.*J l w tm mtfki Hn 1. maUff HWUiSii laid 
I it’ *n Hiy iniH hiU r* 

^ ovd m iks *ts mure' ihnfl mtc, m 

m. ‘ **■ m. *%** EPifT frLtf 4 «f 4uwn m 
I Af mm Iptocu So tow' iiAilid * C, my 
to # jn- ■ ■■ ia 4 CRp^rtoUiinfl' 

l to* w*J5 

* » 4* hv* to Ak’In.j' 1 turgid 
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i«*#i A I* 1 Itotoi M»/* lltotoi 

— to d hi j' !■ t |4« r Tito (44 

" ‘to 1 totof toil VI fiuiv ' j- I tf jll 

*« toi ton * i rtoito toUi toto U****** 







[h'll >1 lu uL 1 riky eiUc willi <luivc whmll I ilul niK kmiw 
HiiiJ who did mrt Lirnw me frm to whiiffl I belonged by 

anccUfy and birth. 

Some day. I *ni convinced, I would have to k jvc China 
j:iid dlto pMipk I loved -mil huLl 1 my htHVtii clwwlicic. Bui 
where? Only my mother^ hcHito stood ^ # haven Si wm 
the one pia:« in ilw West which hduiincd u> but family 
My faLlicrA unccMfiil lands and hotise biitl ttcen wild when 
hn, piMuilt died, %inre mm- of dir wvni umi wjminl to 
nany on die lann Sui of ihciu weic nnnivlcm ami ihe wiv 
emit wan in dw state k'gi^Lutuie. Llui my muUici' r - lutoww 
eonlinocd at u had been, occupied at 1 have vJid. by niy 
chkf unek and hn liinuly. I tierc wnt ftlwayi itmm for my 
mother there, and for her children ! Im-w if >i h r umnn. 
wherf I wis h*n E would be for u* whenever we 


m> li NtoiiiHI ilw *• 


went Ini™ Ihkt we did the ncti year niter dw thmr ReU I 
linn erKled 

[ ivmt^iik'i l h'iirly (hr day or oin nnrlwil my moihetS 

lMkus<; t he journey hud tflhen u full n.lb. Eiid |Jn: irnvid 

down the Yaiiguc fiver lu Shanghai by l . 11 y t I >■ -I i - u- jmln i, ii. 
ihco the voyage ekjosi ihe P^ific Ocean ami finally (he 
train mp Kftn* the coniincnh My untie met ut ai dw sto- 
tum In to umaye Uiawy by !*iO Ian and we druse m i HjU‘ 
lu tne house. I %jw it tol the far end of tine wkk green lawn 
jo.1 under the mafdc trcct, for die tannine |«uwd wink die 
p(e fcl the while fence was opened. Il wii etacily at my 
mtmher Kid ..ml, i while hrnnc with vine - nveml pllliuv 
uippofiing a portico, (t looked whui It Wnto, a coniferlable, 
.]i^ ii lin'd family home, m home m which I had a pud lw 
CMiiC H *41 my fiutPipLikr 

TW corrutgi 1 rolied nr the fit ml dm, and ihete we wetr 
Mi fry i MM Najpfd gritlkmin whom I l n my 
#rjndf jiI vri. inf in h jib'd him. bul hr hdd me he nnlji 
ntf wt'lr lUjm\wi, aivl m I mnmrnl (hffT was 1 UUI nhkf 

*r..b hjiird |Hiikmjji - n -.srjo'kl .. ItalHy and hr 

pHWtoi liilir my |rwnlfalhr# We Jptimwflled, and L iqinril 
,r, c in,-. If . 1 . .£H- I Jgtoin and ar.mn li? h-ik UmIniiI in till 
K «I I v iwfcfy all IlCal hid Iwn m my fumkI and then hi rt 
»Uir dtto PI **p t *wm lihifr t« jaihlu! mm nr w^nkful, ihtot 
my todvt ud Into, tow« *«*t «*» hsiviiabk etoufv' 

_j_|r ihi ViHto. ton ddtafffH IW id HtlfM ihto itol p(vi 

»ik[ it iiib I bi toftk hi 4 twm HpH a tow*. 

PPf aatol l n*mm mrn (fca toltoto li li INS 1>BV" tout I 
M Mi * iiBlri IN I IWn II **towtomg; -m - toKw* l*w 

Mi m ■! tohm mar i 1*1# IwfjM It armed ut ** 
•« I toll tofcl *&** I 4J * 

v to !*■%!#■ ktoU Iwv *to*» I htod in li m? 

ff« |«b to I tMNtoRfto h «ii m 4 m** I an dn*a 


iuriicd hn li ilk ye li w.u ui llw llmd L > p^Ic hibI 1 An-.. ! ir 
member kdnHEiy aiiylliing. oiy imukr hating ■ jni--i1 un- 
f.u rnnugti In our OUtirv Immiw unhiU. UMly w.i yi *w,, -. 

«ty t was placed icciidui( to my jyr ml phh a *dm« hi 
what I aheady inrw Nm pt id it Ktmrd bnpEMuli m mr 
then nut d>et il trem im|vmunl ur*w '1 he only rrt#n^ -* o.^. 
csciU Wat itmt i.Imt luSlnwm^ liiiumii i. nll'i a .< in 1 * ol sivin 
hi iiuiilN upmI hki ■•. Ir-. :ii 11 1 toinuit, wf cmkd wltfi the n mu lb 
ol ^Vllgu'il .lL rny ielolIivi s IujUsl 1 , ip il 11 it ot (Milk! ikhgfll ul 
wlm.1 i 1 kurned in ritk Umu bm L uii ippanlUto * iJ i'ur ■ 
and udiei EiutUhtoinl |url in l-wpv jcuviis .ibuwt Ui- 
place. Troth nuiviny I hr duth M nf \W l Illuil up aftf ikmh ill 
■ Phl butsrry and wait hmg pt *i hnu\n ot burn p *a0^d 
tldpcd aihl pm away, to rnhiPi m hs> wugi Ur *^r. m- 
day Ul piy after the oihet, and tlun* wsvi i dhl mia h m * ‘t* 
awnylfic nirnaaici of a ch.un'i d rhm,i. ihc S lini.i to *\n*U 
Wt hdd ul way h lu rctuop iuuhlnl rrluriP m ctwly '■ t M » |k 1 
l tghi ye aii pa vied t'fhm- 1 was l-i ■■< my .loo ■ 

IH hi i ■_■' iipj.iLO I iL’himiil in It ihni, ^ . - M i 11 ,■ .■ I ‘ L I» Mnmi ■ 

l-rL'ikh aUhiI in Swpt/rduiul whulk r I h.nl .uv «t Uh m *. 
weeVuu improve my l-M^h Mv ^ipubh l' ii(d i"':i 
in the fa rhtuEi of die ilay, sful my Kona honey toM llto 


m tlK ijifiLi iei of die hl.i■? ^inl my kma 1.^ii.-p s *t 

was Up to duck brjid amt mrird up » Uh a bn* ai m> v 


A|apn arf wem ttraiyhi hi npy nvniki v him* My 
fjihri fun] died UP llv vl'-JI 11 bn arm and hn T* f r 


fidiqr hid died In iiie ycart bnwetii. and ftdfisw iii toto 
matk hiiii4rHabrf fiyim I unwed bis |*r«rit f h# b> j 
in.hu a Imp made himwlf felt to ptfiKi'T di^rnfml nun 
wim lived apart and yti whi* mriucnccd (Jw aitnemito <P 

tlic cm i pc twnjv I he ... m 11 l |kf iK , ' f '* 1U ifcL J dW*| 

hum on ibr ground Ui»v li h#J ben me t 1 ^ 1 ' ( 
htmve and bulhny, and a bie n** T '" [ " ^ K rt 

Mkkd^ the (kma above rhc« UN- iMiidy iodvrml Ml 
Io 4|| laMto. By litorto tot dw toe*d and M «H« H ^ TV 
jfMl ias riihrf tide my gni*pi, iw«f«* ^ ^ ^ * 

uCkr dtn* daiftnm hiM finished wito (Nro ™ */ ^ 
(milblPia bfch nil ihUHpItfihl ifld. 0 
IroiJLilul and llwy m*k me shy 1 


*unr o( fcruwlkLltof id faraway plafc* and 
kmp*kdp itf my h*o n*moy and m y 

if*- * dial I wm Anna*!*, ^ 

I hr day Md cmiiaH to* lar (h» p<lry *j5^" "J” 
wbra i «!i*U w* be flMf tu tTbim ^ n ^ 

IMtof yvtot Wlim? iM 4ay d w 1 ^ * 

01 1 (fa* millm »*— *?«>*?******* 

Hi U«* *n*k ■*! * ~r* tl7 Wi 

ikn li I*# f*“*T **“ T* . * ... i ", 

ttoii Ma aatoPHd to* p* i * - 
T ^ ^ — —** M > <a mm m 


i Itoa to * 


vJ HP tiNma W ^ 

whdv tot tfffM toi pi i 
• wt % tod J^l ! \ 




had to tv sold. 

I have the story of that from the man who bought it, a neighbor and a 
friend of the faintly, whose own handsome house was further up the hiH 
than ours. It was years later that he told me. By then 1 had not only re¬ 
lumed 10 China, but had married, had given birih to a child, had seen my 
mother die. I knew from her own lips, too, what it meant to lose the fam¬ 
ily home. True, she was only a daughter of the house and as 1 have said it 
was given always to the eldest son and to his son, but each member of the 
family was welcome there. I think when she knew' that the house no 
longer belonged lo our family that something broke in her heart. She gave 
up die hope of returning lo her own country ever again. There w as nothing 
to which to return now lhaL the center was gone. My uncle's family was 
dispersed, my cousins scattered and married, die house emptied of us fund 
lure and of the treasures that had been brought from Holland so long ago. 
What my uncle must have suffered, I can only imagine. My cousin suf¬ 
fered, loo, as I know from ihc lips of die man who bought the house. 

'He came here to me in the night," the man told me "He w as distracted 
and heartbroken, as I could .see. 1 asked him what was the matter and he 
told me he had been unlucky in business and owed more than he could pay 
and the house had to be sold. Your family is proud, and he was proud and l 
could see what it cost him to tell me. Bui he said he could not bear to see 
the house sold to strangers and if it had lo go, he'd rather u went lo a 
friend. So 1 (old him I would buy it and 1 did." 

Took Children to See the House 

This, as I said, 1 heard years later and when I took my own children to 
see the house where I was bom. It wrenched my heart to sec my mother’s 
house as it was instead of as I remembered it. The parlor had of tragic ne¬ 
cessity become ihc bedroom for an invalid wife, making it necessary to 
push into ihc background ihc books and the organ. Sickness pervaded the 
atmosphere and gave the house an air of transience, and for the time being 
it was no longer a home as I remembered it. Its soul had lied, and it siood 
a shell of a house upon its old and solid foundations. I longed to buy it and 
vcc it restored again as my mother's house. Bui it was not for sale. 

Once more I relumed lo it. I am drawn hack to it, I know, changed as it 
i 7tn time l found the house owner was dead and the house was locked 
Ewry door was locked and the vine was stripped from ihc portico, leaving 
n drxdmc and bare. It was clear that no one lived there. I could not bear lo 
leave it mm dmg iilum- ami empty and 1 longed lo walk again among the 

.Hi', irungc as they had become to me, but 1 could only peer in the 
windows and see those rooms deserted and grey with dust. For me my 


iiml was snr* 
*e and tender- 
ie at the end 
when li^ had 
ends, fie had 
r ninth birth- 

i little party 

■ 1 such lilt It* 
: friends and 
, end, and we 
.. because he 
m have often 
he had time 
to him. As 
ice, for niii'i} 
Chinese, who 
lecause of it, 
s£ he worked 
if, 

(reached. In 
1 e Scminaij 
- a ^en u*e on 
ipeis. and ii 
voting men. 
Ids own sons. 

ii going here 
and to that 
ere any <»p* 

! ;<*p*'L "J IiLS 
highest Ottf- 

d him cruel- 


: prou 1 to l c 


Rev. A. Sydenstricker, 0. D. 

Rev. A. Sydenstricker, D. D fnr ' 
ti fly-one years a member of our mu 


Killing, 
Dr. > 


Greenbrier 


■slon In China, passed away ift«r 3 
fow days Illness of dysentery at th. 
home of his daughter ln|^^H 
China, un August 31. 11*31 
denstricker was born in| 
comnty. West Virginia, or^ffgusH 
13, 1852. He prepared himself for 
the ministry and the mission field. at¬ 
tending Washington and Lee Univer¬ 
sity, where he was graduated with! 
high honors* and the Union Theoiog-| 
leal Seminary, Virginia, lie came 
to China with his bride in l*su, being 
stationed first in Soochow and later 
in Hangchow, But he was a umn 
especially Jilted lor pioneer work, and 
ho was always anxious to go where 
the Gospel had not yet been preached 
and no others at work, lie opened 
several of the stations in the North 
Klangsu mission and later in his life 
settled at Chinkiang, from where as 
a center, he worked over a wide ra¬ 
dius of country. He had definite 
Ideals of mission methods, being 
among the first to advocate educa¬ 
tion for Christians and an educated 
ministry. Before a seminary was 
begun In China he had training classes 
for ministers, and later was one of 
Lilt! lirsl to help or|?ani/.e the »*"■ 
klnir The..lnnk-*1 Seminary where 
iilno Ihu last ten years of his J“® ' 

h,«». 1 as I 'earn <>f the ( orr ^ f p °"S 

s’l.I He I mi! leveit In 

tad the self autonomy of l „ m! work 
flu 1sti:ui I'hureli. iin'l I" 

hure them Ideal* I" 1,1 lml ' , (saor iflo- 
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I ! Tf 1 l^f^r 

• Hi® t'.nslatlon of'ti'r'v !rli f — 
»>uni Inio all Wy Jr. Ne » Testa, 
"liir. pure In style ,„J > '“ pl */»»»*• 
cummnn a„ fur the 

could read. H|T],« £ ', ,e0d lf lie 

m»ke II.u ftnaI revision°r!^ w “ *® 

. edition of this work, i „ , L* " e * 

| mail} niissoiiarlesbecanu. Hi C V ltn 
mill lost their faith in the 
* n the Chinese piDp“«*l>™S * nd 
■itrieker. in spite of hu rears an i 
■ran} hardships and tragic ev 0 e?i 
cnees, maintained steadfisMu \ 
r «»h In his u.isslon ^w.dc £1 
preselling the Oospel of Jesus Cl.nsf 

Uio Chh "‘^T* i ‘ , “ l icudnessIf 
the Chinese people. Jits w;l* 

i»f large simplicity, 
best of the people 


11 is w .'is ;i j nji^rt 
He believed: the 
^ among whom lie 

worked, and ids belief was rewarded 
|by their love und confidents He de- 
plored all division in the church and 
all Ids efforts were to strengthen cu- 
operation between denominations, 
between urga i a io is, bUw ;en Chin¬ 
ese and foreigners. In sp*te of ids j 
soundest and most orthodox faith 
arid creed, he refused to take part in j 
bitter argument and used often to 
saj, “J dislike equally the extreme 
fundamentalist. and the extreme mod¬ 
ernist. 1 am conservative. We must 
all work together for the glory of 
God." Such was Ills spirit and such 
the man, Ills life remains to us, 
who knew him best, a constant vic¬ 
tory over fear and doubt and depres¬ 
sion, A timid man In many ways, f 
diffident, not loving hazard for its 
own sake, when confronted with the 
fic<-< sMlty of enduring danger and 
hard -hlii In; l/uru not only with forti¬ 
tude but wIlJi grace and a serene 
ijdrit, which could be nothing but 
the fruit oT a cliailgelflua Faith In 
(tod * gnodiien*. Till* faith lie preach- 
■ i without cc 4 *lugi he practiced his 
md in this faith he died 

tUlt'jUlllh 1 

banking, Chin*. 
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iiiit «orotii*n finftnnin* w "A****; 
ttirrintfli iii» InfltfMMO of Vlio f>l£hor 
Criftetow tbl»r»«H5 rtMiiwJ 
VihooH 9»S *«> ™«1> y*i- 
Wirtf* M’K^r At IihikU *“<>' 
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“ l> j ur -. 1 

pffir * iif rw* V*<*■ * 

j > Ifiv oxmfrjr uml ifli- 

Edrajf * ,ut v-4iifi*r ramov- 
pi to t)if Little 

Mr, Stultify *** «lflr*wa ln tTl " 
«diqolfl ftfUill At-U.* old 
rule* i)mini-Hiiwi by private Huron- 
hub He wan ilhahool In I f UlnrjorDi 
Frank bird. ftt:d ftl Union in Monr-u 
WJ jty, fN ihim JiU Ui« fi4ltlflitlW 

,-f A Khlirrml cddcWtiflO, but waybill 

rtf red fruin iwmlftz Ms *tm)lti !ne- 
cause of the burden of win* far 
j LVLiinHn tirotham *nd slstem. 

Flu became * ipiirJirtr Min^-IF Mini 
for fcwmity !!Ve H-ii Uutfhl Inlbe 
publ'c M'hncilH nr htft aisjTii>- Murvy 
lire iiijw bring »bn flan ratify w hi* 
wurth ija i L^irkf. He bid the 
tSuLer’* plfr irf Inaptr^ hie ptiphn 
with hN own hi* 1 1 I'Si' il 1 ' Bi ow iJ F 
Ills old pm .ih r trinity ^»Ui I but he 
wa* ihe nn-itih nf p! anting nn 4mM 
vn. Ti In thylr U-urta in mnW Hie 
most uf tibfelr ti*Jnnta ThU h not 

SLuhc tTtv Nh wjm & min of sirnm." 


|f«d TfiLftllvr Lnrt &f ilk* IfEipratan 

lt«r rta*r»e%er j 

him. Who nra tail thA f»/ 
prswur Of ft iftKid fDOthrr'm IralniEi^ cm 
Llie i?eik*!f^lii^'nv tbul. ftftrr 

M*nv j"*r* VI f s* ill i bur 

flliM-'t-p-rt »cil I FlliljUlVli *Hi - Ilk 1,1,** 

I Gn>fp 11 ikcIj ACiJ hi- fiHl* 

odd fftUt.rial lo the dlKhmr^e of hb 
Jito ft* hj cCfrv-UJ Hf fen &n e- 
to iucnd dfvfne 
ftkJi>>uifb for nerreril 


jirirfc pa QHflnjr tfl the InHrn iLlea ul 
ftiT* bs lid heir ELU!« oT tbe **r- 

l&EMU iir wmA iftEwiya pwrtt *b*ft 

tLtiittj ^^rrniiteiL fV* js*<' pie *e*ni 
m re^isi* *b^E neotir i4*«ii«nft rncn 

ill vjhUcff Lied Qvi M^ten ftni| 
wv br'rt-.wr Of Uim ♦ nbUN 
iirec# bid hlmlo tiif life cnin 

£y iiieilfftftw. i yi m *ii i | k ii ► 

i ion ft r $ in 11 1 i I Mi» \> tlnn 

Mr* riifjd DidjiS*. Mn Jy*iii Hyin, 
ftnd >lf. C* L. iStultf ftri AurvlviH 

Tifcf re ftf* fmirohMrtren Mrm iJtttfW) 
CftHifti 'ti nf buy I'd P nxilc, N J 1 , Mt* 

Lemuel Sfpltli, of Cb it! tktb wvb r Vi 

MIsm Mumlp end V \ MnfUntf ft 1 

liotDp Mb ibe m'lfhrr ftt hi'fue mi 1 
vl¥i to f■ ■*l \h# ft fnf*l fievnleil 

11 Lijtljjt I’kI 4 in I fefLer 

Guil lift* celled III* tu bb i 

rftWft*4 ftiart Ilf VII Tpnrt> f-Tf d|H, I 

During Me iiinesn yflen *ipNfv*cd 
hb Vkibllll/tlHK-c Ua lie wliritftiur Lliv 
p;ufnnltinft ^Imulrt ctions dail f^nl 

hure ibat Mm nil! did not 'nUehiaTa 
unenrert-ft 'ftie enilcetno 
4nrt lubberly FfMay i«^rn 
Ijer I I, M*22 

I'tirt we m i y leifii 1 tom 

such e lifnJ m our then 

of lndnHt.ry l fn^flllt}. dun ilrbi bnu* 
™iy Mai baU the * tern vlriufeiMjf 
IbeMjibfth tr^Lnbikf ron^lvtirt In bb 
father a t boine. He h^*it riKhunii- 
itfiftB mrt Lnji*itl^*nd o-iihJ 


perK-ne1ft.il ird t -ni d >■ i vU none ,.n Hit fL^bl ftldi; -4 t ^rj u - r 


and when lm luai nil pppjiftunlj he J 
liDprt^sierf IhrM- on ait afa-uVicl film. 

Mh auftilfl ft ijruf^b-lun a-[ rL'Iftflull III 
earJj yaiutb uiul united with the Oafe 
Vm rrn r €hu rnb nitrt*, j r the V-urale of 
Ibf Tkv M I>, Ihmlip TIij^ cbr^- 
llira life to eiirljr bi-^nn PoaUoufd ®iKd 
tbLenM; tbn^Myli e^ui 

jfttri’ In ell th^t time he bor^ wit 
neeeto Uii power of Ctirltt 1 * jf^pel 
in nhvii and ir> i erp ’J tie wi Iter lies 

lieu-r triu^ii \\ hum Eahr-.- \u\r%\ U\ the 
tmiii. t#H ib# *n*tel nr thu KlTi^ilure, 
moil iu th* f.kHii of ble ferhefi. iln 
lovea Mi* 4 p p|i of ttim spirit 

*nrt IothI i* nf Wl*m IM wa\ 
*#tl K)fririuril ill tl.« (|rVLrUll'\Of 
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»l rjnem r. Hitt ik'lUIfrl H.o .'<<iT>bhi 
nil} H w did ML be»ltnUi tmlwlor 
bjft pu^hlllMI J[jr tll*TH WJIH |i.difllpk 

Injc frann wimt heUellr^cd 1-- be hb 
duty. J l lifts R#pmk...i Mi ilia writer 
thfttibi Imvoe^e ikf the E.r^t P*%lqj 
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Soowshoe 

Judge Nickell Kramer ruled 
Tuesday on the petitions made 
in last Friday’s hearing and ap¬ 
proved the sale of Snowshoe’s 
real estate and certain personal 
property next Monday under a 
deed of trust given to the Char¬ 
leston National Rank. 

The sale, as has been adver¬ 
tised, is to be beki at the Poca¬ 
hontas County Court House on 
Monday, Dec. :s at 10 am. 

Judge Kramer ordered that 
the money from the saS? be 
piftcad in U* Greta brier Valley 
v . | | a P.«,ve ear ar.i 

that Attorney Ralph D, Ke sul¬ 
try be appointed On* 
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a tree was found Thanksgiving 
afternoon and apparently ends 
the mystery of the Walter 
Smith—Peter Hauer tragedy. 
The identification of the bones 


as being those of Peter Mar¬ 
shall Hauer was positively con* 
firmed Monday by the State’s 
Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. 
Ivan Sopher, in a call to Cor¬ 
poral W. R. Dyer, State Po¬ 
liceman, of Marlinton, who 
was in charge of the investiga¬ 
tion. Comparison was made 
to dental and skull X-rays sup¬ 
plied by his family doctor. 
His death was ruled a suicide 


by hanging and the time of 
death was judged to be in ac¬ 
cordance with the time ot 



ii<*uci a disappearance about 
June 9. The heavy foliage at 
that time of year had prevent¬ 
ed the sighting of the body in 
the intensive search in June, 
and, of course, the search had 
centered on caves. 

Sammy Dean, of Hillsboro, 
and his eleven year old son, 
Larkin, were hunting in the 
Lobelia area Thursday (No¬ 
vember 27) when the boy saw 
the skull in the tree. The head 
and part of the neck skeleton 
was with a four foot section of 
rope about 30 feet above the 
ground. The remainder of the 
skeletonized body had fallen to 
the ground. The location was 
about two and a half miles 

1 I a nnr^a hnnrio nn tha n \A 


——. v„v» »uu a nan miles 

from Hauer's home on the old 
Hull place owned by Elmer 
Wvmer. as near as we can as¬ 
certain. 


Hauer was born November 
11» 1$-4$* in Lebanon. FennsyL 
\ ioku His notkr, Gannelia 
Hauer, anti a sis:er. Lisa, sur¬ 
vive him* He w^s a former 
teacher aru his interarc in 
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Pioneer Days—July 9*11,'76 


County History 
We got started on Mar- 
linton school history, then 
came the opera house, and 
this week we have some 
more recollections. 
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We would not advise any one to try it without provid¬ 
ing a big pile of straw to fall on. 

When the Virginia troops were on the march to 
Yorktown, Daniel (VFidel's team was pressed and Jer¬ 
emiah was detailed to take charge of it. This was 
about the most of the service he was called on to ren¬ 
der during the Revolutionary war. 

Several years before his death he was riding through 
the woods one dark night. The horse passed under a 
tree with wide spreading limbs, and Mr Friel was so 
severely injured in his spine that he was virtually help¬ 
less the remainder of his life, He died in 1819, sin¬ 
cerely lamented by his relatives, neighbors and friends. 

PETER LIGHTNER. 

Forty or fifty years ago, one of the most generally 
known citizens of our-county was Peter Lightner, on 
Knapps ('reek. lie was tall in person, active in his 
movements, always in a good humor, and one of the 
most expert horsemen of his times, and perhaps realized 
as much ready change swapping horses as any other of 
his citizen contemporaries. He could come so near 
making a new and young horse* of an old dilapidated 
framework of an animal as was possible for anyone to do 
who has ever made a business of dealing in horse-flesh. 

Near the close of the last century, he settled on 
Knapps ('reek, on land purchased from James Poage, 
who emigrated to Kentucky. Mr Poage had built a 
mill which Mr Lightner improved upon, and for years 
accommodated a wide circle of customers, who had 
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gotten tired of hominy and hominy meal pounded in a 
goblet-shaped block. The pestle by which the tritura¬ 
tion was done was usually a piece of wood like a hand¬ 
spike, with an iron wedge inserted in one end, and 
fastened by an iron band to keep it from splitting. 
This mill was a precious and valuable convenience, 
and brought comfort to many homes, and some of the* 
most toothsome bread ever eaten in our county was 
made of meal from Lightner\s mill. Some families 
bad hand-mills, but they were about as hard to operate 
as the hominy block, or mortar with the iron-bound 
pestle. 

It is believed Mr Lightner came from the neighbor¬ 
hood of Crab Bottom, near the headwaters of the South 
Branch of the Potomac. His wife was Alcinda Harper, 
a sister of Henry Harper, the ancestor of the Harper 
connexion in our county. She, therefore, brought that 
pretty name to Pocahontas, and there have been many 
Alcindas in her worthy descendants and relatives. 

The property owned bv Peter Lightner is now in 
possession of Hugh Dover and the family of the late 
Francis Dover, Esq., a few miles from Frost. 

Mr Lightner\s family consisted of one son and four 
daughters. 

Jacob Lightner, their only son, married Miss Eliza- 
Moore, who was reared on the farm now occupied by 
Andrew Herold, Esq., near Frost. Her father was 
John Moore, a son of Moses Moore, the noted pioneer, 
and her mother was a McClung, of the (i reenbrier 
branch of that noted connexion. Jacob Lightness 
children were Peter Lightner, who died at home; John 
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M. Lightner, once a member of the Huntersville bar, 
and moved to Abilene, Texas, where he died a few 
years since; Samuel M. Lightner was a student of 
l T nion Theological Seminary, and had about completed 
his studies for the Presbyterian ministry when he 
entered the army. He married Miss Sally Mildred 
Poage, iu Rockbridge County, and died a few months 
after his marriage, at Batesville, Virginia, and was 
buried at Falling Spring Church near the Natural 
Bridge. His widow married Rev Edward Lane, D.l)., 
a distinguished missionary to Brazil, where, he died 
much lamented. For some time Mrs Lane has resided 
in Staunton, Virginia, to be near her daughters who 
were pupils of Miss Baldwin's Seminary. 

Alcinda, one of Jacob Lightner's daughters, was a 
noted beauty, and very popular. She became the wife 
of the late James B. Campbell, of Highland County, 
Virginia. 

Mary, another daughter, married Rev John W. 
Hedges, of Berkley County, a widely known Methodist 
minister of the Baltimore Conference.- 

Alice, the youngest daughter never married. 

The eldest daughter of Peter and Alcinda Lightner, 
was named Elizabeth. She was married to Joseph 
Sharp at Frost. Mr and Mrs Sharp were the parents 
of Abraham and Peter Sharp at Frost, and Henry Sharp 
at Douthards ('reek. Polly Sharp married John Han¬ 
nah; on Elk, and was the mother of the late Bryson 
Hannah, of Frost, and Mrs George Gibson, near 
Marlinton. 

Phebe Sharp first married the late Henry Harper, Jr., 
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who died of an accidental wound inflicted while fixing 
a gate latch near Sunset schoolhonse. She afterwards 
married Mr Abe Rankin. Susan Sharp became the 
wife of the late William Burr, on Brown's Mountain, 
near Huntersville- Mr Burr died suddenly in F. J. 
Snyder's law office, whither he had gone to look after 
some business affairs. 

Rachel Sharp lives near Frost on the old home place. 

Susan Lightner, another daughter of our worthy 
pioneer, Peter Lightner, was married to George Gay, 
a brother of the late John Gay, Esq., near Marlinton. 
For many years Mr and Mrs Gay lived on the farm 
now in the possession of F. A. Renick, Esq., near 
Hillsboro, until their removal to the State of Iowa. 

Polly Lightner and the late Sheldon Clark, Esq., were 
married and settled in the Little Levels, where their 
son, Sherman; now lives. Mr Clark came from the 
state of Connecticut, and made an immense fortune by 
merchandising and farming. He was a highly esteem¬ 
ed citizen, and by strict attention to his own business 
he prospered much. Mr (dark is survived bv four 
sons: Sluyman, Henry, Alvin, and Preston. 

Sherman H. Clark, the eldest, married Mary Frances 
daughter of the late Joel Hill, and lives on the old 
Clark homestead. 

Alvin Clark married Mary Agnes, daughter of the 
late Josiah Beard, and resides east of Hillsboro. 

Henry Clark lives near the head of Spring Creek. 

Preston (Mark married Josephine Levisav, near 
Frankford, and lives on the George Poage property, 
west of Hillsboro. 
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There was another worthy brother, Peter Clark, 
whose wife was Martha Blair. He died several years 

since on a farm south of Hillsboro. 

The history of Sheldon Clark illustrates the Poca¬ 
hontas possibilities in reach of those who are moral in 
habits, diligent in business, honest and strictly upright 
in their business relations. The advancement of such 
may be slow, but it will be sure and enduring, and the 
results bring comfort and influence to those who inherit 
them, a rich heritage to childien's children. 

Phebe Ann Lightner was married to John Cleek, on 
Knapps Creek, on the place now occupied by the 
homes of their sons, Peter L. and the late William H. 
Cleek, and their daughter, Mrs B. F. Fleshman. 

The annals just recorded of these persons may be 
brief and simple, but yet how very suggestive as one 
reflects upon them. From these biographical notes 
material may be gathered illustrating pioneer sufferings 
and privations, thrilling romance, tragic incidents in 
peace and war. 


JOHN BARLOW, 

Among the worthy pioneers of our county, the ven¬ 
erable John Barlow, ancestor of the Barlow connexion, 
is very deserving of remembrance. He was the only 
son of Alexander Barlow, of Bath County, who was a 
French emigrant, and had married an English emi¬ 
grant, whose name was Barbara. He was living in 
Bath when the Revolutionary war came on. Entering 
the service of the colonies he fell in battle, according 
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when he prayed: “Make me glad according to the 
days wherein thou hast afflicted me and the years 

wherein I have seen evil.” 


WILLIAM AULDRIDGR 

William Auldridge, Senior, the ancestor and found¬ 
er of the family relationship of that name in our coun¬ 
ty, was a native of England. His mother, who by 
her second marriage became Mrs John Johnson, 
a pioneer of Marl inton, lived to be more than one hun¬ 
dred years of age. His wife was Mary Cochran. Mr 
Auldridge built up a home at the Bridger Notch, and 
it is believed the old barn stood on the spot where one 
of the Bridger boys died. This place is now owned 
by William Auldridge, a grandson. 

. There were six sons and three daughters: Sarah, 
Elizabeth, Nancy, Thomas, William, John, Samuel, 
James, and Richard. 

Thomas Auldridge, the eldest son, when in his 
prime was considered one of the strongest men physi¬ 
cally in West Pocahontas. The first revelation of his 
strength was at a log rolling. The champion of the 
day attempted to take young Auldridge’s handspike— 
which was a fancy article of its kind. The young 
athlete picked up both the champion and the disputed 
handspike and laid them on the log heap, with appar¬ 
ent ease. 

Upon his marriage with Elizabeth Morrison, daugh¬ 
ter of James Morrison, on Hills Creek, Thomas Auld¬ 
ridge leased lands now owned by John R. Poage near 
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Clove: Lick, where he spent most of his working days. 
He then bought of Jacob Arbaugh and Captain Wil- 
iian Young, near Indian Draft, and opened up the 
property now owned by his son, Thomas Auldridge. 
The sons of Thomas Auldridge, Senior, were James, 
William, Thomas, and the daughters were Sarah, Eliz¬ 
abeth, and Mary. 

James Auldridge, the eldest son, first married Mary 
Ann Barlow, and settled on land now occupied by 
Nath in Barlow, and then moved to the home near 
EJray where he nvw resides. His children were Hen¬ 
ry, Miriam, Elizabeth, Moffett, and George. He was 
sadly bereaved of his first family by the ravages of dis¬ 
ease, one son George, alone was spared. James’ sec¬ 
ond wife was Julia A. Duncan, a grand daughter of 
Colonel John Baxter. One daughter, Mary, now Mrs 
Lee Carter. George Auldridge, the survivor of the 
first family, married Huldah Cassel, and lives on the 
homestead near Ed ray. 

William Auldridge married Elizabeth Moore, and 
settled on a part of the homestead. Their children 
were Milinda, Hanson, and Eliza. 

Thomas Auldridge, Junior, married Catherine Moore 
and lived on the homestead. Two daughters, Mrs 
Margaret Hannah, on Bucks Run, and Mrs Ida Mc¬ 
Clure, who lives on a part of the old homestead. 

Sarah Auldridge, daughter of Thomas Auldridge, 
Senior, married the late J. Harvey Curry, near Frost. 
Her life is believed to have been shortened by the ex¬ 
posure and exertion due to the burning of the home 
near Frost. Her son Ellis Curry married Miss Rock, 
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and lives near Dunmore. William Curry went t > Mis¬ 
souri. Mary Curry married Benjamin Arbogast, and 
lives near Greenbank. E.mna Curry married William 
T. McClintie, and lives near Beverly. Bessie married 
J. K. B. Wooddell, and lives in Ritchie County. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Henry Moore and lives 
near Driftwood. 

Mary Ann Auldridge married William Moore, of 
Elk. One daughter, Ann Moore, survives hei. 

William Auldridge, Junior, married Nancy Kellison 
and settled on the Greenbrier, two miles below the 
mouth of Swago. Their only child, Martha, married 
Geore Hill, son of Abram Hill of Hills Creek. While 
he was in service in 1861 at Valley Mountain he con¬ 
tracted the measles. He came home and his wife took 
down also with the same disease, and the two died 
within a week of each other, leaving a daughter, who 
is now Mrs Robert Shafer. William Auldridge's sec¬ 
ond wife was a Miss Shafer. Her son, James Edgar 
Atildridge, lives on the homestead. 

John Auldridge married Rebecca Smith, who is par¬ 
ticularly mention in the memoirs of John Smith, of 
Stony Creek. 

Samuel Auldridge, son of William Auldridge the 
ancestor, married Miriam Barlow and settled at the 
Bridger Notch, finally on Greenbrier River near 
Stamping Creek. His children by the first marriage 
were William, John, and Mary Ann. Mary Ann died 
young. John was a Confederate soldier and was kill¬ 
ed in battle. William lives at Midpoint. 

Samuel Auldridge's second wife was Susan Grimes. 
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Mention is made of her family in the Grimes memoir. 

James Auldridge was a tailor by occupation, worked 
awhile at Frankford, and then went to Missouri. 

Richard Auldridge, youngest son of William the an¬ 
cestor, married Hannah Smith, daughter of John 
Smith. 

Sarah Auldridge married William McClure, and set¬ 
tled on the Greenbrier River, below Beaver Creek. 
Their children were James, Rachel, Mary, and Bessie. 
Rachel became Mrs Jacob Pyles; Mary, Mrs George 
Overholt, on Swago. Bessie died in her youth. James 
McClure was married three times: First wife, Miss 
McComb; second, Miss Pyles; and third, Miss Frances 
Adkinson. He lives on the homestead. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Jacob McNeil, and 
settled in Floyd County, Virginia. 

Nancy Auldridge was married to the late Moore Mc¬ 
Neil, on Swago. 

Thus closes fer the present the chronicles of this 
worthy man’s family. The writer would make men¬ 
tion of the assistance given him by James Auldridge 
and his son George. 

The venerable man whose history we have been 
tracing—as illustrated by his descendants—was a very 

estimable person. He was an ever busy, industrious, 
and exemplary citizen. Iiis influence was ever for 
sincere piety, strict honesty, and quiet judicious atten¬ 
tion to his own concerns. These same qualities char¬ 
acterize many of his worthy posterity. Early in his 
manhood he was greatly disabled bp a falling tree and 
was Seriously crippled for life; and yet the work he 
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and his children accomplished in opening up abundant 
homes, under difficulties, is truly remarkable and wor¬ 
thy of special appreciation. He loved to hunt, and on 

one occasion came near being killed by a panther from 
which he escaped with difficulty. 

Mr Auldridge, owing to his disabled condition, be¬ 
came a school teacher, and pursued that vocation for 
years, and did much good in that line. When he died 
at an advanced age several years since, the common 
remark was that one of our best old men had gone 
from us. 


CHRISTOPHER HEROLD, 

Among the prosperous citizens of Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty in its early development, Christopher Herold de¬ 
serves recognition of a special character. He was of 
pure German parentage—his immediate ancestry came 
from the Fatherland, settling in Pennsylvania, thence 
removing to Virginia. Though he could not read 
English, no one would have suspected it, so well post¬ 
ed he seemed to be in political matters and current 
affairs. His powers of memory were surprising, and 
his business sagacity was equal to any of his contem¬ 
poraries. He was honest and enterprising. He and 
his sons accumulated an immense landed estate on Elk, 
Douthards Creek, and other places, amounting to many 
thousands acres. 

Christopher Herold married Elizabeth Cook, of 
Pendleton County, and soon after their marriage lo¬ 
cated on Back Creek, now known as the Thomas 
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he has found the explanation to be a disease of the 
nervous system that is so highly infectious as to sweep 
the whole round of humanity at recurring periods. 

John Webb remained in his bachelor home until he 
became disabled by the infirmities of advanced age. 
Then it was the late Martin Dilley, of revered memory 
took charge of the old veteran; He built a very com¬ 
fortable cabin for his use in the yard near his own 
dwelling, and cared for him until the old soldier 
• fc foughthis last battle” on the borders of the unseen 
world. This building is standing yet. His grave is 
in the Dilley Grave yard, on the line between the An¬ 
drew Dilley and John Dilley lands. 


WILLIAM BAXTER. 

Among the worthy citizens of our county deserving 
of special mention was William Baxter, near Ed ray, 
W. Va. He was born on Little Back Creek, in 1808 . 
He was the eldest sou of Colonel John Baxter, whose 
name appears prominently in the early history of Po¬ 
cahontas County. His mother was Mrs Mary Moore 
Baxter, a sister of Joseph Moore of Anthonys Creek. 
She was a very industrious and careful housekeeper, 
and diligently trained her children in habits of indus¬ 
try and economy. 

At an early age his parents moved to Pocahontas 
County, and resided a good many years at the Sulphur 
Spring. Being the eldest son, he worked hard in as¬ 
sisting to support the family, consisting of four sons 
aud three daughters. His sisters were Mrs Jane 
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Moore, wife of the late John Moore near Marlinton; 
Mrs Martha Duncan, wife of Henry Duncan, head of 
Stony Creek; and Mrs Sarah Duncan, wife of William 
Duncan, near Edray, 

Mrs Baxter and three sons, Joseph, John, and 
George, finally located in Braxton County, where she 
died a few years thereafter. John died, too, soon after 
the removal to their new home. Joseph was a Federal 
soldier, and died of wounds in Kanawha County. 
George was a Confederate soldier, and died a prisoner 
of war somewhere in the State of New York. 

From early boyhood William Baxter manifested 
great fondness for reading, and he improved his avail¬ 
able opportunities very studiously. His father owned 
the largest and most select library then in the county, 
and William read most of the books. At an early day 
he began teaching, and was one of the most popular 
teachers of his day. In 1840 he purchased land sold 
for taxes by the late Jacob Arbogast, as commissioner, 
and built up a home on property now owned by his 
son George Baxter, County Surveyor. 

This land was a section of the Philips Survey, dated 
1795, and the papers call for twenty thousand acres. 
This famous survey began at the McCollam place, ex¬ 
tended beyond Beaver Dam, thence on to Williams 
River, and from there came ont on Elk at the mouth 
of Crooked Fork, thence passed on towards Greenbrier 
River at a point near Verdant Valley, thence along 
the lines of Drennan, Gay, and others to and up Stony 
Creek near the old Salt well, and thence to the begin¬ 
ning. 
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His wife was Elizabeth Barlow, daughter of John 
Barlow. By industry and economy this worthy couple 
opened up a pleasant home in the primitive forest and 
reared their family very respectably indeed. George, 
Samuel, and William Baxter, near Edray, and Mrs 
Mary Moore, near Marl in ton, are their surviving 
children. 

For many years William Baxter, Senior, served as 
justice of the peace and member of the Pocahontas 
court. He was a skillful amanuensis, and did a great 
deal of work in that line, framing business papers, as 
articles of agreement, conveyances, deeds, and wills. 
His opinions were much relied upon as to the right or 
wrong of questions that would occasionally arise be¬ 
tween neighbors, and frequently matters were quietly 
adjusted that otherwise might have led to tedious court 
proceedings, and much disagreeable personal animosi¬ 
ties* 

This model citizen was moreover regular and atten¬ 
tive in his attendance upon all religious services with¬ 
in his reach, but did not avow his trust in a personal 
Savior until advanced in life. 

He died September, 1881, aged about 73 years. In 
two or three weeks thereafter his faithful wife also pass¬ 
ed away, thus lovely and pleasant in their lives, and 
in death not long divided. At this day there are many 
to rise up and call them blessed. 
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history so few survive to repeat, sowed in tears, in 
privations, and hardships what we who now live are 
reaping in a joyful harvest. What they sowed in tears 
we the living may reap with grateful joy, if we have 
proper appreciation of what they did and suffered in 
their day and generation. Let us not forget that the 
frugality, industry, and careful attention to duties that 
enabled them to secure this goodly heritage, is all im¬ 
portant for us to observe and imitate in order to keep 
it from slipping away and vanishing from our reach. 

Like busy bees the pioneer people all over ourcoun- 
tp tried to improve every shining hour, and turn to 
some good account every opportunity in sight, no mat¬ 
ter how hard it may have seemed. It has been well 
said that those who look only for easy places, will 
finally round up in the hardest places and have no way 
to get out except by death. 


WILLIAM EDMISTON, 

William Edmiston, in whose memory this biographic 
paper has been prepared, was one of the early settlers 
of the lower Levels. He seems to have been born 
and reared in upper Greenbrier, near Falling Spring, 
and his ancestry came from Augusta County. His 
wife was Rebecca Walkup, from the Falling Spring 
vicinity, where there are families of the name now re¬ 
siding. She was a sister of the late John Walkup, of 
Falling Spring, a greatly respected citizen and exem¬ 
plary Christian man. One of her sisters was the wife 
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of Samuel Beard, wlio was a brother of Josiah Beard, 
and his home was in Renicks Valley. 

Upon his marriage with Rebecca Walkup, Mr Ed- 
miston settled a few miles south of Hillsboro. Their 
family consisted of one sou, James Edmiston, and 
four daughters, Rebecca, Jennie, Mattie, and Mar¬ 
garet. 

James Edmiston married Margaret Woods, of Nich¬ 
olas County- He settled on Cooks Dry Run, at the 
“Sinks, ” which is now known as the Peter Clark 
place. The names of James Edmiston’s children 
known to the writer were Samuel, William, Christo¬ 
pher, and Rebecca. This daughter Rebecca became 
the wife of Jackson Edmiston, son of Andrew Edmis¬ 
ton, a brother of William Edmiston. 

About 1840 James Edmiston sold his possessions to 
the late Andrew Johnson and migrated to Iowa, where 
many of his descendants now live. 

Rebecca Edmiston became the second wife of Jona¬ 
than Jordan. 

Jennie Edmiston was married to Isaac Hill. Upon 
his decease she and her family removed to the State 

of Iowa. 

Martha Edmiston married George Hill, and settled 
on Hills Creek and spent her life there. 

Margaret, the fourth daughter of William Edmiston, 
was married to George McCoy, moved to Cedar Coun¬ 
ty, Iowa, and were among the first settlers of their 
vicinity, and grew up with the development of that re¬ 
nowned county. William McCoy, their son, could not 
forget the girl he left behind, but returned to Poca- 
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hontas and married Elizabeth Grimes, daughter of the 
late Hon John Grimos. 

These few particulars illustrating something of the 
family history of these good people have been laid be¬ 
fore our readers with the assistance of the late Mrs 
Nancy Callison and the venerable James McOollam. 
The writer has some remembrance of these persons 
personally, but not very distinct as to any important 
impressions. 

Mr Edmiston and the late Samuel Davies Poage 
were congenial friends and attached Christian brethren 
though of different persuasions and rather strenuous in 
their respective doctrinal views. This indicated that 
their hearts were imbued with a pious fervor that got 
the better of their mere intellectual doctrinal notions. 
They agreed to-disagree, and not mar their Christain 
fellowship with vain wrangling about their respective 
creeds and formalities. 

Mr Edmiston 1 s piety was of the highly emotional, 
demonstrative type, and for years his emotions seemed 
to be the first to kindle and burn with the holy fervor 
that makes religious services so interesting to many 
persons. His Christian character was above reproach, 
a*nd all regarded him as sincere. He was looked up to 
as a master Christian, and had it not been for the 
somewhat counteracting influence exerted by Nathaniel 
Kinnison, a silent, calm Israelite indeed in whom 
there was no guile, the impression might have been 
that no one could expect to be a model Christian like 
Mr Edmiston without his zeal and demonstrative fervor 

Such might have been the impression, but when the 
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characters of Nathaniel Kimiison and Davies Poage 
were considered, the impression prevailed there were 
different ways in which people could be warm hearted, 
genuine Christains, and so there was mutual respect 

and lovely C hristian fellowship. 

For many years Mr Edmiston was a pillar in the M. 
E. Church, and the secret of his influence was his love¬ 
ly Christain deportment. Nathaniel Kinnison was also 
a pillar in the M. E. Church, but his piety was that de¬ 
veloped in the calm retreat, the silent shade, that seem¬ 
ed to him by God’s bounty made for those who wor¬ 
ship God—so suitable for personal prayer and praise 
to the unseen though ever present one. 

When far advanced in life Mr Edmiston vacated his 
old pleasant home amid the gently rolling lands and 
pleasant groves for a home on Hills Creek, and his 
last days were spent amid the invitiug scenes that sur¬ 
round the place where Daniel Peck now lives. 

The writer feels grateful that he ever knew this good 
old man, even to a slight extent, and may the time 
never come when the presence of persons of like Chris¬ 
tian fervor, generous, liberal, fraternal impulses cease 
to exist, for should such a dire calamity befall the 
county then envy, strife, confusion, and many evil 
works will be tolerated—all in the name too and for 
the sake of religion. 


JOHN YEAGER, SENIOR. 

For well nigh a hundred years the Yeager name has 
been a familiar one. The Reager relationship derive 
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Moore McNeil, the youngest sou of William the 
teacher, became a preacher, and eutered the itineracy 
under the auspices of the Methodist Protestant church, 

and traveled many years with marked success and ac¬ 
ceptance in the counties of West Virgiuia bordering 

the Ohio River. His wife was Miss Eliza Jane Don¬ 
aldson. At the present time he resides at Smithville, 

in Ritchie County. He is however still vigorous, and 
performs much ministerial service, in connexion with 
the duties laid upon him by the care of a large family 
and the management of extensive farming operations. 

Thus we have traced the history of Thomas McNeil, 
the pioneer of Swago, as exemplified by brief allusions 
to those of his descendants whose names have been 
communicated to us. His name deserves honorable 
recognition for his courage in penetrating the danger 
recesses of these forest wilds, at the time among the 
most exposed and dangerous points of the Indian 
frontier. He overcame difficulties and encouraged 
others to do the same, and showed how it was done. 
Then when this place came to be too narrow, his sons 
and daughters trained by him were fitted to make the 
best of the opportunities opened up on the Ohio fron¬ 
tier and were ready for them. 


WILLIAM A. GUM. 

The Gum relationship in Pocahontas consists of two 
groups, descendants of Jacob Gum and William A. 
Gum respectively. The group considered in this pa¬ 
per trace their ancestry to Williom A. Gum, who left 
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Highland County (then Pendleton) in 1831, arid locat¬ 
ed on the Redden place near Greenback, now occupied 
by John Grogg. In 1841, Mr Gum moved to Back 
Alleghany and settled in the woods, and opened up 

lands now in the possession of his sons. 

Mrs Ga n was Elizabeth, daughter of James Higgins 
of Pendleton. They were the parents of one daughter 
and two sons: Margaret Elsie, James Henry, and 
Francis McBryde. 

' Margaret was first married to James A. Logan, and 
first settled on a section of the homestead. Her child¬ 
ren were John Commodore, who died in 1861 while 
quite young, and Elizabeth, who became Mrs E. O. 
Moore, and lived on Deer Creek near Greenbank. 

By her second marriage Mrs Logan became Mrs 
Gragg, and lives on Back Mountain near the home¬ 
stead. It is her mother in law, Mrs Zebulon Gragg, 
who is believed to be the oldest person now living in 
the county. 

James II. Gum fisrt married Sally Ann, daughter of 
Zebulon Gragg, and settled on a part of the home¬ 
stead. His second marriage was with Tilda Hoover, 
daughter of Abel Hoover, near Gillespie. He was a 
Confederate soldier, attached to the 62d Regiment of 
mounted infantry, that formed a part of General Im- 
boden's command. 

Francis McBryde Gum first married Elizabeth Peck, 
from Lewis County, and settled on the homestead. 
There were two children by this marriage, James 
Floyd and Virginia Elizabeth, who are living near 
Montgomery City, Missouri. His second marriage was 
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